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The Church’s liturgical year 
concludes with the feast of Christ 
the King. Instituting this feast, Pope 
Pius XI proclaimed:  “the peace of 
Christ in the reign of Christ.”  
Now we have entered into the 
Advent season. Advent means 
coming. We are invited to meditate 
on Jesus’ first coming in history as a 
baby in Bethlehem, his daily coming 
into our lives in mystery through 
the Sacraments, through being 
authentic to the Gospel and through 
the worshipping community.  
It’s also a time when I have been 
asked to write the usual Christmas 
message and look over what 
happened in our parish in the last 
year. Many things have happened in 
the past year such as:
• the continuation of a healthy, 

vibrant renewing parish through 
the eight Gospel pathways

• strengthening of relations 
between the Archdiocese and 
the parish community

• achieving a budget surplus for 
the second year running

• hosting a home mass every 
month

• the evaluation process of my 
role as parish priest

• 22 children received the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, 
Confirmation and Communion
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• building stronger relationship 
between parish and school

• this being the 400th edition 
of The Bridge, which is a 
great milestone worthy of 
acknowledgement

• the planning of a new parish hall 
in Bridgewater 

• the restoration of Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church in Stirling East

• the institution of the Social 
Justice Group

• our input as a parish in the 
Plenary Council 2020

I will leave the details for the various 
reports that are included in this 
edition of The Bridge.
People ask me so often how do 
we celebrate 
Christmas this 
year. I believe that 
we celebrate by 
going back to the 
origins of what this 
feast is all about, 
celebrating the 
birth of Jesus.  
In order to achieve 
this we need to put 
aside the extremes 
of materialism that 
sometimes are 
connected with 
Christmas.  

One simple way to celebrate 
Christmas is the need to sit in silence 
and pray that the hope, healing and 
peace promised to us by Jesus will 
be given to us in abundance.  
    
 Continued on page 2

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

As another year draws to a close, The Bridge looks back on the many 
achievements and contributions of the numerous groups that help the 
Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish deliver on its mission of being a vibrant 

community that welcomes all, celebrates diversity, reaches out to those 
in need and cares for God’s creation

ISSUE 400!



THE BRIDGE

Perhaps, at least for us as a parish 
community, we can reclaim some of 
what this special day is meant to be.
The document “In the footsteps of 
Jesus – eight Gospel pathways” 
speaks that the parish community 
is visibly engaged with those who 
experience poverty and with those 
at the margins of society and the 
Church. 
This Christmas time let us try to care 
for those around us who are in any 
need. It is an opportunity to spread 
warmth and happiness in a world 
that, for many, is challenging in 
these difficult economic times. We 
know that there are people out there 
who this Christmas will perhaps be 
alone and we need to let them know 
through good deeds that even in their 
darkest hours, there is still light, light 
that is brighter than that great star 
over Bethlehem which will take them 
to the heart of Christ who will heal 
their brokenness. He will fill them with 
the peace and strength they need to 
not just move forward but to reclaim 
their life back and feel that they are 
part of the community in Christ Jesus. 
My hope is that in these next years 
each person will grow and develop 
to become a person that will make a 
difference for good in his or her life. 

Hope, healing and peace in abundance
Continued from page 1

When my time comes to leave the 
parish I would love to leave renewed 
people, not only renewed buildings or 
just renewed structures. 
Buildings and structures are important 
to nurture the growth of people, but to 
leave a legacy of a loving people that 
make a difference 
to the community 
in the Adelaide Hills 
and to the wider 
community of the 
Church and dare I 
say it, of the world, 
would be a greater 
achievement. 
Structures and 
buildings will then 
be improved as I 
hope has to some 
extent already 
happened.
Finally, thank you for the incredible 
strength that you have been for me 
and for lifting me up in your thoughts 
and your prayers. 

I wish to express a particular word 
of thanks to all who are involved in 
any parish committee or ministry. 
Your giving of your time ensures that 
our parish is a vibrant one where the 
message of Jesus Christ is witnessed 
to in a whole variety of ways. 

Your input makes 
such a huge 
difference to the 
parish. I pray a 
special Christmas 
for all of you this 
year and for all that 
this Holy Season 
can hold for us 
as followers and 
disciples of Jesus.
Have a blessed and 
fulfilled 2019, facing 
all the challenges 
that the year ahead 

will bring in confident hope because 
of our trust in the Saviour of the 
World, born of Mary the Mother of 
God whose feast we celebrate on 
Tuesday 1 January 2019.

“…that even in  
their darkest hours, 

there is still light,  
light that is brighter 

than that 
great star over 
Bethlehem…”

precious moments become precious memories

24 hr phone
08 8223 5879

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

Fr Fred…this Christmas time, 
let us try to care for those 

around us who are in any need
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“…with many people 
coming forward 

to join a ministry or  
to invigorate

an existing one…”

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

The youth planted an orange tree to mark the 
occasion of the August Youth Celebration

It’s been another exciting year in my 
role as Pastoral Co-ordinator for the 
Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish. 

While Advent and Christmas are 
always a busy time, the introduction of 
a Nativity Play prior to the Christmas 
Eve Vigil Mass in 2017 ensured I 
had plenty to do. The well-received 
performance was a parish-wide effort 
with Sacramental Program children 
the actors and the costumes provided 
by the talented Sewing Group. Keep 
an eye out for it again this Christmas.  

The 2018 calendar year started 
with a bang with the Annual Parish 
Picnic in late February. The inclement 
weather didn’t stop over 200 people 
attending what is one of our most fun 
days out, with the Youth Group doing 
a fantastic job playing music for Mass 
and for organising fun and games in 
the afternoon. The magical talents of 
Steve Presto, face painting by Erin 
Tudor and bouncy fun on the bouncy 
castle entertained the children while 
adults enjoying their BYO and shared 
conversation with fellow parishioners. 
The fantastic event will again be held 
next year, this time on Sunday 24 
February.

As February and March rolled by, 
volunteering was the focus with the 
parish hosting a Thank You afternoon 
tea for all volunteers. Held under the 
oak tree in Fr 
Fred’s backyard, 
the event 
featured a range 
of sweet treats to 
accompany the 
tea. The parish 
also conducted 
a Volunteering 
Drive, calling on 
parishioners to 
pray about how 
they can be of 
service to and for the parish. The 
response was overwhelming, with 
many people coming forward to join 
a ministry or to invigorate an existing 
one, such as the Social Justice 
Group.

With the Parish 
Pastoral Council 
(PPC) deciding 
that 2018 would 
be the Year of 
Youth, a dedicated 
s u b - c o m m i t t e e 
including Roz 
Crossing and 
Bernadette Walsh 
was formed and 
met with our youth 
leaders Sam and 
Jess Sachse and 
Caitlin Simes. It was 
agreed we would 
celebrate the year with a parish-
led event celebrating our youth and 
a youth-led event to provide an 
opportunity for the youth of our parish 
to get together. 

The parish event in August included 
a Youth Celebration video, filmed and 
edited by the talented Luke Pike. The 
video was a fantastic way to see what 
good hands the parish is in as we 
grow and evolve over time. The day 
also included prayers for the youth, 
the planting of an orange tree to mark 
the occasion, and gifts and delicious 
treats. 

The youth-led Park Life event followed 
in November, starting with a Mass 
at which the youth band performed 

and continuing at 
the Bridgewater 
Playground for a 
sausage sizzle, 
games, music and 
more fun. 

Holy Week got off to 
a great start with the 
return of the Adkins 
family donkey on 
Palm Sunday, along 
with a procession of 
Sacramental Program 

children in period dress Fr Fred re-
enacted the Washing of the Feet 
on Holy Thursday, while a highlight 
was the Easter Vigil Mass, where we 
gathered outside for the blessing of 
the fire to light the Easter Candle.

It was a pleasure to be part of the 
baptismal team again, working with 
the likes of Pam Broadbridge, Deb 
Stapleton, Maria Thompson and Helen 
Cantwell, and to connect with so 
many families who want their children 
to become part of the Catholic faith. 
A total of 26 children were baptised 
across the parish this year.
It was a rewarding opportunity to be 
part of the revitalised Social Justice 
Group, whose report is featured 
elsewhere in this issue, while on the 
light-hearted side, the ladies of the 
parish plus one man (guess who?) 
enjoyed a great night out at the 
Mamma Mia Here We Go Again movie 
night fundraiser.
The Sacramental Program concluded 
in August 2018, with 22 children 
successfully completing all three 
sacraments of Reconciliation, 
Confirmation and Eucharist, while 
the 2019 program got underway 
in October for the new intake of 17 
students.
In conclusion, it has been a great 
year for the parish and I wish to 
thank Fr Fred for another great year 
of teamwork, along with parish office 
colleagues Theresa Franco and Judee 
McPhee. I also want to thank you, 
the parishioners, for your positive 
feedback, help and support. The time 
I get to spend with you is my favourite 
part of the role. 
Merry Christmas – and I hope this time 
of year brings you great joy and peace. 

Everyone catered for in busy year at Bridgewater
By Renee Johnston
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As you are aware, a major 
development at St Matthew’s 
Bridgewater in 2018 was the 
commencement of plans to build 
a new multi-purpose hall on land 
alongside the church.
The idea is that together – and driven 
and managed by the dedicated New 
Hall Committee we established during 
the second half of the year – we will 
visualise how we can achieve such 
an important asset for Bridgewater.  
It is hard to imagine continuing our 
mission and ministry as a Roman 
Catholic parish and community 
without a place and space which a 
hall provides. 
There was overwhelming agreement 
on the need for a facility when it was 
announced during the weekend 
Masses at Bridgewater. The new 
hall would accommodate between 
150/200 people.   I think land is 
available for development which 
would not necessitate the expense 
of property being purchased.  
The purpose of the new hall would be 
to provide a facility that will primarily 
help to strengthen the faith life of 
our parishioners, and secondarily 
reach out to the needs of the local 
community.
The new step was to find an architect 
and John Icopetta from Building 
Designs was selected and entrusted 
to enquire regarding the proposed 
new Church Hall. 

We requested a cost estimate 
to provide a proposed design, 
drawings, documentation, structural 
details and specifications to obtain 
full development approval – that’s 
both planning approval and building 
approval.
In the design, we stressed that 
all options need to take into 
consideration the fact that the current 
church parking at the front needs to 
be altered to cater for funeral hearses 
and wedding cars, allowing them to 
enter, park and then exit the area in a 
forward direction. 
However, the 
survey we 
organised with 
Mosel Surveyors 
of Murray Bridge 
didn’t include the 
carpark as Council 
will want to see 
reference to the 
existing carpark. 
Based on the 
parameters, John 
estimated the 
building cost to be 
around $280,000, including Council 
application fees and all applicable 
government fees and duties.
John is currently working on the 
first stage, the design phase, during 
which he will conduct the title 
search and data search. He will also 
measure existing buildings, including 
external features, measure the 
existing car parking area and parking 
bays, as well as spot levels over the 
car park. Furthermore, there will be 
liaison with the parish as the client 
regarding the design and attending 
to any modifications required before 
preparing the proposed structure’s 
final design.
John will further liaise with the 
Adelaide Hills Council and supply a 
sketch proposal, along with scaled 
floor plans, preliminary elevations and 
a preliminary site plan that shows 
the location of the existing church 
building and car park in relation to the 
new hall building.

He will also design new car park 
arrangements for the front of the 
church and attend to relevant site 
levels. The preliminary design will be 
to minimum 6 Star energy efficiency 
levels. 
John has already undertaken a site 
visit and checked site details. During 
this visit, I had the opportunity to 
discuss the three possible sites 
where we could build the new hall. 
While one option favoured by the 
New Hall Committee was to build 
the hall between the church and car 
park, John’s professional view is that 

the best site lies 
beside the church 
facing Mount Barker 
Road.  
Parishioners may 
feel that nothing 
is happening but I 
can assure you that 
John is working to 
give us the initial 
plans by January 
2019. Once we 
have these, they will 
be tabled at the next 

meeting of the New Hall Committee 
for discussion and evaluation.
When John completes the first stage 
and the plans are approved by the 
New Hall Committee. We will proceed 
to the next important stage, that of 
seeking planning approval. In this 
regard, John will finalise the design, 
elevations and plans and finalise the 
site plan. He will then provide details 
to comply with bushfire “Medium” 
rating and lodge plans to Council 
for planning approval. He will also 
oversee the planning approval 
process. 
With the planning approval process 
successfully completed, John 
will provide working drawings 
and construction details with 
specifications for the New Church 
Hall. We will then go to tender to seek 
a builder and obtain the best value 
for money, with the hope being that 
building operations will commence in 
September 2019.

Come together, build our future and leave a legacy
By Fr Fred

“The idea is that 
together…we will 

visualise how we can 
achieve such an

important asset for 
Bridgewater”



Completion of restoration works a major highlight at OLOR

During an active year of many 
highlights and achievements, the 
undoubted standout from 2018 
at Our Lady of the Rosary (OLOR) 
Church in Stirling East has been the 
completion during the first part of the 
year of substantial restoration works.
Thanks must go to Fr Fred for his 
leadership and project management 
for the entire works. The beautiful 
stonework restoration will withstand 
the test of time for many future 
generations of parishioners. 
The restored wall and cross were 
celebrated with a moving Mass and 
blessing on 22 April.
Regular Sunday evening Mass 
attendance has been a joy as the 
numbers increase each week and 
the interior of OLOR is now much 
enhanced thanks to the donated 
brass, flowers and altar cloths. 
Thank you again Fr Fred for the gift of 
the Nativity figures, which will again 
grace OLOR Church during Advent.
We had a very active year of weddings 
during the year with five couples 
choosing our tiny 1881 chapel for 
their special day.  It is especially 
heartening to hear overwhelmingly 
positive feedback from couples and 
their guests, many of whom have 
commented on just how spiritual the 
experience is and how much they 
have been made to feel at home.
We already have a healthy number 
of wedding bookings for 2019 and 
look forward to sharing our beautiful 
church with these couples and their 
families and friends.  
Other highlights of 2018 includes the 
installation of energy-saving lighting, 
a new slate front step and a new 
sound system, while the Sacristy 
ceiling and door bolts have also been 
attended to during the year. 
Socially, we again held our usual 
mid-year dinner, although the 2018 
version was a little less raucous as 
we missed our dear departed Glenda 
Le’Gallant. 
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Cathedral mason Christian Frenzel 
was responsible for the beautiful 

stonework restoration work at 
OLOR

Paul Anderson holds the Cross 
in front of the Our Lady of the 
Rosary altar during the annual 

Stations of the Cross at the 
church on Good Friday.

By Debbie Somers
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Our special celebration for The Feast 
of Our Lady was also well attended 
and we look forward to another 
successful and enjoyable Carols by 
Candlelight service on Wednesday 
19 December.

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

My thanks to all of the OLOR 
community for their contributions 
and support over what has been a 
memorable, busy and grace-filled 
year. 

Advent/Christmas program for 2018
Below is the Advent/Christmas program for the parish  

for the remainder of the season.

Sunday 16 December – Third Sunday of Advent (Joy) 
Light the Pink Candle 

Take prayers from the manger  
Launch of the Christmas Hamper Raffle 

Launch to bring Toiletries for Catherine House
Wednesday 19 December  

Carols by Candlelight at OLOR at 7.00pm
Sunday 23 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) 

Light the Fourth Candle of Advent  
Place toiletries for Catherine House around the manger

Monday 24 December – Christmas Vigil 
Family Mass at Birdwood at 6.30pm 

Family Mass/ Nativity Play at Bridgewater at 6.00pm 
Announce winners of Colour Christmas competition 

Carols and Midnight Mass at Bridgewater at 11.30pm
Tuesday 25 December – Christmas Day 

Mass at Bridgewater at 9.00am 
Mass at Lobethal at 11.00am

Monday 31 December – New Year’s Eve 
Mass at Bridgewater at either 6.30pm, followed by celebration
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Leonie and Leon Holmes’ names will forever 
be associated with the Memorial Garden at St 

Matthew’s Birdwood

Fr Fred has helped to draw up a comprehensive 
and accurate plan of the cemetery to ensure 

that it is kept up to date at all times

A combination of many parts makes Birdwood tick 
By Leonie Holmes

The year began on a sad note with the 
passing of both Jack and Clare O’Dea 
in quick succession. They were such 
stalwarts of our parish all their married 
life and we miss them enormously. 
We celebrated their wonderful, faithful 
lives in great style at their Masses and 
wakes.
We have also missed Kaye McCarthy 
and Francis McEvoy, who have both 
been on the sick list this year and we 
greatly miss John and Charmaine 
Macgowan, who moved back to 
Western Australia to be with their 
daughters and Graham Williams, who 
retired down to Mannum.
Sadly we have not gained many young 
parishioners, as the 8:30am time slot 
is not very popular with hard working 
people with only Sunday left for a 
sleep in.
We very much appreciate the effort 
that Fr Fred makes to get up so early 
on a Sunday morning and drive all the 
way to Birdwood to bring the Mass 
and his carefully thought-out and 
encouraging homilies to us.
We are blessed to have Michael Russel 
in our parish and he plays guitar and 
has a lovely voice for leading the 
singing, supported by Leon Holmes 
on the flute.

“…we have lots of 
fun and discussions 

with him over a cuppa 
afterwards”

We also very much appreciate the fact 
that Fr Fred comes all the way again 
every Wednesday, to bring the Mass 
to us in the intimate surroundings of 
the lovely Mary O’Dea Centre and we 
have lots of fun and discussions with 
him over a cuppa afterwards.
Another of Fr Fred’s huge efforts 
during the year has seen him draw up 
a comprehensive and accurate plan of 
the cemetery to ensure that it is kept 
up to date at all times.
We are also fortunate to have an 
excellent tenant in the parish house. 
A widow with three teenage children, 
she keeps the house neat and tidy 
and pays her rent on time, even if it’s a 
considerable struggle 
for her. Please keep 
her in your prayers.
We are also blessed 
to have a father and 
son team who come 
and cut the grass and 
spray the weeds, as 
this is a very big job 
and far too much for 
the parishioners to 
undertake. However, 
we do have several 
generous parishioners who do little 
odd jobs from time to time and as 
needed.

The Mary O’Dea Centre is used 
frequently for meetings of the Inter 
Church Council and the School 
Chaplaincy Support Team and for 
social get-togethers and fundraisers.
On a more personal level, my 
husband Leon and I were delighted – 
if a little embarrassed – when Fr Fred 
suggested that the Memorial Garden 
should be named in our memory. Prior 
to the celebration of the International 
lunch, it was lovely to be able to be 
present at the blessing rather than 
wait until after we die.
Leon and I also felt quite overwhelmed 
when Fr Fred and 30 other parishioners 
came to our home to celebrate Mass 

together on the 
occasion of my 80th 
birthday. We were 
especially thrilled 
that Jim and Eileen 
O’Dea, the most 
senior members of 
our congregation, 
made the effort to 
attend.
We will be 
celebrating with 
Mass and a shared 

Christmas tea on Friday 28 December 
and we invite all parishioners to come 
along to join us on that afternoon.
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Leonie Holmes had one of her 80th birthday 
celebrations at St Joseph’s Lobethal where 
she was joined by husband Leon, left, who 

recently celebrated his 84th birthday, Fr Fred, 
Eileen O’Dea, who recently turned 81 and 

another birthday girl in Jessica Arreza

St Joseph the Worker community grows in confidence
By Gayle Raven

The Community of St Joseph the 
Worker, Lobethal has grown in 
confidence over the past 12 months, 
being well supported and nurtured 
by Fr Fred. A very pleasing recent 
development has been the four 
communities in our parish moving 
closer together, especially Lobethal 
and Birdwood.  
The Northern End meetings held 
bimonthly on Thursdays at Lobethal 
and led by Fr Fred provide a friendly 
and collaborative forum where we 
can discuss and decide on issues that 
affect both Lobethal and Birdwood.  
We are very proud of our wonderfully 
restored church.  A few years ago, 
St Joseph the Worker was in a 
bad state, and since Fr Fred has 
arrived, we have seen ongoing 
improvements.  Significant this year 
was the re-polishing of the church 
floor boards. We thank the Filipino 
men who removed the heavy pews 
after Mass one Sunday to allow the 
re-polishing, as well as Michael and 
Robert Guthrie who supplied the 
tarpaulins to cover the pews that had 
to be placed outside. The centre aisle 
carpet was then replaced paid for by 
monies raised from the sale of the 
recipe book and donations.  Fr Fred 
kindly gave us a table for the meeting 
room, two matching red altar chairs 
and two oil altar candlesticks which 
shine brightly during Mass.  He also 
donated his outdoor vacuum which 
assists greatly with the leaf clearing. 
A significant Church improvement for 
2019 will involve the replacement of 
its badly weather-damaged window 
frames.  To help provide funds for this, 
we intend holding a bingo evening in 
February 2019 to which all members 
of the parish will be invited.
We continue to help the poor and the 
marginalised by donating food to the 
Outreach Program for the Birdwood 
United Church Pantry, which provides 
assistance to the needy with food 
and vouchers.  We are pleased to 
support St Vincent de Paul with its 
Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal 
and to contribute gifts to our Jesse 
Tree.  

Through the parish, we will also 
support clients of Catherine House 
with gifts this Christmas, while, along 
with Treasurer Margaret Smitherman, 
I am pleased to be able to contribute 
to the good work of the Birdwood 
CWL as Secretary.
Sadly, we lost two friends, Jack and 
Clare O’Dea, earlier in the year and 
although they were key members of 
the Birdwood centre, Lobethal also 
valued the interest and support they 
showed in our centre.  
Some of the other key events 
Lobethal contributed in during the 
year included:
• The Parish Picnic, with special 

thanks to Margaret Smitherman 
and Leonie Holmes who helped 
to provide tea and coffee, John 
and Fran Marshall for supplying 
a Woollen Mill blanket as our 
symbol for Lobethal and Mick 
Smitherman for helping to secure 
the wind affected symbols

• The Northern End Lenten Group, 
where members partook in a 
spiritually fulfilling program and 
enjoyed a friendly enriching 
atmosphere

• Stations of the Cross on Good 
Friday, which we continue to host 
each year

• St Joseph the Worker’s 
Feast Day, where the 
Filipino community – with 
Edgardo and Ignacia 
Ablig generously donating 
the roast pig – provided 
their delicious banquet 
after Mass, shared by 
parishioners and Filipino 
visitors from Adelaide and 
neighbouring centres

• The Northern Lights 
Lunch held at Golding 
Winery presented a 
wonderful opportunity for 
fellowship and special 
thanks must go to Jo 
Brickhill who organised 
it and Connie and Greg 
Golding for being such 
warm hosts

• The Dedication of the Birdwood 
Memorial Garden in honour 
of Leon and Leonie Holmes, 
followed by an International 
Lunch  

Representatives from Lobethal 
also attended and contributed to 
our Plenary Council 2018 Parish 
Assembly on 2 December.
Looking ahead, we will continue 
working together, valuing each 
other’s contributions and being open 
to improvement while looking for 
new and better ways to support the 
Parish Renewal Program.  In closing, 
we thank the many volunteers 
whose efforts make it a joy to visit for 
Mass, meetings and other activities 
at our much-loved spiritual home. 
We also thank Eric Toome, Simon 
Murphy and Roz Crossing who give 
of their valuable time and energy as 
our representatives on the Parish 
Pastoral Council.   
And last but by no means least, 
we thank Fr Fred for his continued 
leadership, commitment and 
support which has helped to 
position St Joseph the Worker as 
a thriving community that will be 
sure to continue to make a positive 
contribution to the greater parish in 
2019.  

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS
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The Sacramental Program was again well 
attended by St Catherine’s students

New initiatives add to another great year at St Catherine’s
By Principal, Jason Mittiga

It has been another productive year 
at St Catherine’s during which a lot of 
new initiatives have been introduced 
into our school. We finished the year 
with 207 students and enter 2019 
with 195 students. At the end of 
2018 we lose all of our year 6 and 
Year 7 student which equates to 45 
students. As from next year, we will 
be a Reception to Year 6 School, as 
will most Catholic Schools in South 
Australia. We have strong numbers 
coming through in Reception for 
2019 (42 students) and we will add to 
these numbers with a Term 3 intake 
for new Receptions.
As I mentioned previously, 2018 
has seen the introduction of new 
curriculum initiatives in areas of 
numeracy, STEM and sustainability.
• NUMERACY: We have adopted 

a whole school approach to 
numeracy where all classes 
do Basic Number Skills for 10 
minutes each day. The idea is to 
develop automaticity and quick 
recall of basic number facts. 

• STEM: This year we set up a 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths (STEM) room in the 
treehouse called the Birds Nest. 
The Bird Nest houses Ozobots, 
Bee-Bots, green screen, 
animation tools, 3D printer and 
video and filming devices. The 
children enjoy working with these 
resources and designing, making, 
appraising and constructing on a 
daily basis.

• SUSTAINABILITY: Sustainability 
continues to be a strength at St 
Catherine’s and something we 
are proud of as a school. This 
year we have had two major 
projects on the go with our 
Aquaponics and Coffee initiative. 
Aquaponics is essentially the 
combination of Aquaculture 
and Hydroponics and can be 
as simple or as complex as 
you like. Research has shown 
that an aquaponics system 
uses about one-tenth of the 
water used to grow vegetables 
in the ground, highlighting 
its sustainability advantages.  

Our environmental sustainability 
procedures were recognised in 
October when we won a KESAB 
award for our aquaponics 
sustainability initiative. The Coffee 
project, in turn, has seen us work 
with St Francis De Sales College 
in Mount Barker and St Joseph’s 
in Murray Bridge to promote 
and sell Naturally Smart Coffee 
and in the process educate our 
communities as we journey 
towards Ecological Conversion. 

Other highlights of the year included:
• THE SCHOOL MUSICAL: 

Beauty and the Beast was our 
first attempt at a school musical 
production and it was a huge 
success over two days and 
nights. The children from Year 
3-7 were all involved and put 
on a professional show for all 
of us to be proud of. Kathryn 
Thomson and Zoe Spearman did 
an amazing job choreographing 
the show and we are lucky to 
have such talented teachers at 
our school.

• THE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: 
The program was again well 
attended by our students and 
Fr Fred, Tanya Stott and Kelly 
Ann Kirby ran workshops at 
St Catherine’s to prepare the 
children for these important 
sacraments. Their dedication 
and commitment to the families 
at our school 
and parish is 
something we are 
all very thankful 
for.

As with each closing 
year, it is a time to 
farewell students and 
their families, along 
with a few members 
of staff.  
This year, we farewell 
all of our Year 6 and 
Year 7 students and 
wish them well as 
they move on to high 
school. 

We paid tribute to these students at 
our graduation ceremony in the last 
week of term.
Deidre Knight, Jo Cramond (leave 
for one year) and Lukas Antoniadis 
depart St Catherine’s at the end of 
the year. I would like to wish Deidre 
and Jo all the best and thank them for 
their contributions to St Catherine’s.
Lukas departs St Catherine’s after 
nine years of wonderful service. His 
commitment to St Catherine’s has 
gone above and beyond what is 
expected and I would like to wish 
him all the best for his new journey at 
Nazareth College in his new PE role. 
Lukas will be sadly missed!
I would like to conclude by thanking 
Fr Fred, David Hutton (Chair of School 
Bard), Tanya Stott and Catherine 
Simes for their continued support 
throughout the year. 
Being a principal is not an easy job 
and comes with many challenges 
on a daily basis. The support from 
the above people, the school staff 
and parish makes my job so much 
easier and enjoyable to do each 
week. The relationship between 
school and parish continues to grow 
and together we continue to support 
each other. 
I wish all a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year and I look forward 
to working with you again in 2019.



PPC starts to implement Parish Assembly initiatives 
By PPC Chair, Catherine Simes
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The Parish Pastoral Council team in 2018 – back row, from left:  
Eric Toome, Bernadette Walsh, Renee Johnston, Debbie Somers, Connie 

Golding, Orma Paine and Jason Mittiga
Seated, from left: Christine Farrugia, Simon Murphy, Fr Fred and Dolly 

and Catherine Simes 

The year in review saw two new 
members, Bernadette Walsh and 
Eric Toome, join the Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC) and in April Simon 
Murphy was appointed Deputy 
Chairperson. 
Sadly, Bernadette resigned from 
our council at the end of this year, 
as did our pastoral secretary, 
Christine Farrugia. Bernadette was 
an invaluable member of our council 
and her wise counsel and input was 
greatly appreciated. Should the 
opportunity present itself, we might 
just be able to convince her to return 
for a second stint!
As for Christine, our lovely parish 
pastoral council secretary, she 
brought a high level of organisation, 
knowledge and enthusiasm to every 
meeting. We wish Bernadette and 
Christine all the best and thank them 
for the invaluable contributions.
We began the year by implementing 
initiatives from the 2017 Parish 
Assembly, one of which was to 
decide on a Parish Focus for the 
year. With the theme of ‘Youth’ 
chosen, a dedicated Youth event 
was organised and held in August, 
with the youth themselves following 
this up by hosting 
another celebration 
later in the year 
(see Page 12 of this 
issue).
The Parish Assembly 
of 2017 also gave life 
to another initiative 
that has seen the 
PPC engage with 
various groups 
within the parish 
by inviting them to 
attend our council 
meetings to share 
with us their ministry 
and activities.
During the year, we had a March visit 
from Sue Sasche and Orma Paine 
from the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd; in May Jeremy Roberts 
and Dan de Fazio from the Men’s 
Breakfast; Leonie Holmes and Pam 
Broadbridge from the CWL in June; 

Stasia Duszynski from St Matthews 
Sewing Group in August and David 
Hutton from St Catherine’s Catholic 
School Board in October.
In an effort at greater connection 
between the parish and the school 
community at St Catherine’s, David 
and I will visit bi-annually to share 
the activities and projects of our 

respective board/
councils.
These visits have 
been very informative 
and affirming of the 
good work being 
done among our 
various community 
groups.
Additionally, Fr Fred 
has kept us informed 
on the various building 
projects across the 
parish. He stated his 
goal in mid-year of 

building a dedicated parish hall in 
Bridgewater and has been working 
tirelessly ever since to get the project 
approved and underway. It is hoped 
the plans will soon be signed off 
and building can commence in 
September next year. All being well, 
the project could be completed by 
the middle of 2020.

“…has seen the PPC 
engage with various

groups within the 
parish by inviting  

them to attend our 
council meetings…”

The council also conducted an 
evaluation of Fr Fred’s ministry at his 
request on the first two weekends in 
August. This was a valuable exercise 
for both parishioners to openly 
provide feedback to Fr Fred and 
for Fr Fred to see the real influence 
and contribution he has made to our 
parish as well as opportunities for 
growth.
As 2018 wound down, the parish 
hosted a Listening and Dialogue 
session on 2 December to compile 
a submission for the agenda of the 
2019 Plenary Council. 
The outcomes from this session will 
be shared with parishioners in the 
next issue of The Bridge in February 
2019.
The parish also is preparing for a 
visitation from the Archdiocese of 
Adelaide in March next year. We will 
be inviting the Archdiocese into our 
parish to provide them with a “slice 
of life” of the various works, people 
and ministries in our community.
Lastly, I wish all our parishioners a 
safe and blessed Christmas. I look 
forward to 2019 with hope and 
optimism and thank our parish for 
its vibrancy and drive and the warm 
welcome it extends to all.
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Major improvements were achieved at 
Lobethal and other Mass Centres while 

delivering a balanced budget

Another year of financial stability for PFC
By PFC Chairman Paul Howe

As each year draws to a close, the 
Parish Finance Council (PFC) sits 
down to draft a budget for the year 
ahead. It is always an interesting 
exercise because it requires a review 
of the current year to date as well as 
a forecast into the next year based 
on expectations.  
This year is special because it marks 
completion of two solid years of 
achievement and completion of 
projects long envisaged. 
I am pleased to report that our 2018 
financials are balanced. 
Receipts have remained constant 
and we have managed expenditures 
closely. This marks the second 
consecutive year when we have 
regained some of the lost ground 
of the legacy years prior to Fr Fred’s 
arrival. 
Last year saw the completion of the 
Mary O’Dea Centre at Birdwood. This 
year we were finally able to undertake 
essential (and costly) repairs to Our 
Lady of the Rosary Church. The 
quality of work undertaken on OLOR 
has exceeded expectations, while we 
also tidied up the small kitchen area 
and the front porch and installed a 
new sound system.
In addition we have seen continued 
improvements at St Joseph’s, 
Lobethal. The beauty of these 
works is that in each case it has 
enabled improved congregational 
involvement, which goes a long 
way towards making attendance at 
services a more uplifting and positive 
experience.
During 2018, we further attended to a 
raft of other areas where maintenance 
had fallen behind. 
These included electrical works, floor 
coverings, light fittings, the parish 
house kitchen, access paths and 
upgraded compliance requirements.
Like any household, the parish does 
need to engage the services of 
paid people to undertake essential 
parish administration and trade tasks 
and we need to pay utilities, rates, 
insurance and the like.  

But all of the above is only 
part of the story because 
what really makes the parish 
tick – in terms of “on the 
ground” services, is our 
body of volunteers.  It is the 
volunteers who make for the 
smooth every-day running of 
this parish. Volunteers also 
help to keep our running 
costs lower than they 
would otherwise be and this 
reduces the financial burden 
for all parishioners. 
I also want to acknowledge 
and thank all those who 
have contributed to parish 
receipts  during the year 
either through the planned 
giving program, other donations,  or 
through the various other fund raisers 
(as organised by the volunteers!)
No comment on our finances would 
be complete without acknowledging 
the tremendous work of Fr Fred.  He 
is an avid observer of income and 
expenditure, he undertakes his own 
enquiries and investigations on ways 
to achieve “best value” spending 
and he takes a close interest in the 
planned giving program – with such 
success that he has saved the parish 

the cost (and “pain”) of the “renewal 
programs” which take place in many 
parishes.
On behalf of the Parish Finance 
Council, I thank you all for your 
individual efforts and contributions to 
the running of the parish. 
I also would like to thank members 
of the PFC for their commitment, 
expertise and support throughout 
the year.
May you all be blessed.

The St Matthew’s Sewing Group’s 
small but dedicated and industrious 
group of five female members of 
the parish – Mirla Mills, Emmi Rowe, 
Donatella Pivato, Robyn Cooper 
and yours truly – had a particularly 
satisfying year during which some 70 
items of clothing were made.
Garments such as leggings, short 
overalls, various girls’ dresses, 
pinafores, trousers and shorts, as 
well as shopping bags, lined bags 
and thick lined bags were sold at the 
various church markets, with unsold 
items sent to the Vinnies Store in 
Mount Barker. 

Sewing Group delivers 70 items of clothing  
during the year
By Coordinator Stasia Duszynski

The group, which meets in the parish 
house from 11.00am to 3.00pm on 
first and third Monday of the month 
during school terms, also made 
additional garments for the children’s 
Easter and Nativity presentations.
Even if you can’t use a sewing 
machine, we need people who are 
willing to thread elastic and sew on 
buttons – and it goes without saying 
that we would be very happy to 
welcome any new members to our 
group.



Changes aplenty at Vinnies while ‘Good Works’ continue apace
By President Sue Arthurson and Vice President Paul Somers
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Christmas Appeal hamper packing 
will take place at Sue Arthurson’s 

home on Wednesday 19 December 
and anyone able to lend a hand will 

be welcomed with open arms

The Stirling Conference of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society – or Vinnies 
as we lovingly refer to the organisation 
– has undergone something of a 
change during the past 12 months, 
with our longstanding leadership 
team of Martin Klavins and Wayne 
Broadbridge stepping down and the 
two of us, along with new volunteers 
aplenty, stepping into the breach.
Many of these new volunteers have 
taken advantage of an excellent 
introductory course about Vinnies’ 
activities conducted at Ozanam 
House and while we’re all still 
somewhat in the throes of change, 
we are gradually defining ongoing 
roles for our committed core 
members. 
So, what is it that we do? 
We visit families in crisis, providing 
gift card(s) for food, clothing and 
household goods of their choice. 
We occasionally assist with power 
or water bills or direct clients to 
government or other concessions 
– emergency dental services, 
a financial counsellor who may 
negotiate bill payments or examine 
debt, etc. 
Overall, our aim is to 
get families back in 
control of their lives, 
in the jurisdiction 
over which our 
Conference extends 
– that’s from Mylor, 
Stirling, Aldgate and 
Bridgewater, through 
Verdun, Oakbank 
and Woodside to 
Lobethal, Lenswood, 
Mt Torrens and 
Birdwood.
I, Sue, along with Dan De Fazio and 
Wayne Broadbridge met with Jaime 
Cook of The Hut in Aldgate to discuss 
pooling our resources to best aid 
needy Hills families. The Hut offers 
community development programs, 
adult education and a range of 
activities and support for people 
in crisis.  Jaime has since referred 
several people to our conference.

Francis McEvoy from the northern 
end of the parish first joined us in July. 
He offered a spiritual reflection for our 
August meeting; it was so good that 
we asked Francis to be our spiritual 
director and give a spiritual reflection 
at the beginning of each meeting.
Fundraising this year included our 
annual Winter Appeal, the selling of 
People’s Choice Lottery tickets, our 
Badge Days at Coles Bridgewater 
and Woolworths Stirling, the ‘Assist 
a Student’ program and our current 
Christmas Appeal, plus the sale of 
Christmas cards and Columban 
calendars.
As living costs escalate, the demand 
on our Conference continues to 
grow. We sincerely thank you, our 
parishioner supporters, for enabling 
our Conference members to continue 
their ‘Good Works’. 
By way of example, we asked several 
school chaplains to attend our 
August meeting as we felt they would 
be particularly aware of families in 
the area in need of financial and 
other support, Jasmine Wannop, the 
chaplain at Heathfield High School, 
was able to attend and shared with 
us her aim to set up a Breakfast 

Club at the school each 
Friday morning during 
school terms. 
The idea is to ensure 
that all children from 
struggling families 
– and without any 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t 
associated with it – 
receive a healthy meal 
at the start of the school 
day as the evidence 
is overwhelming that 
children on a full 

stomach are able to concentrate 
and learn far better than those 
experiencing hunger. 
With the Breakfast Club likely to 
commence during the first term of 
2019, we know a lot of volunteers 
will be required to ensure its smooth 
running and we’re calling on anyone 
who might be able to spare a 
few hours for this most worthy of 

“Overall, our aim  
is to get

families back  
in control 

of their lives…”

initiatives to get in touch with either 
of us – that’s Sue Arthurson on  
0417 899 606 or Paul Somers on 
0421 527 363.
We do need additional volunteers 
from the Northern end of the parish 
where there are, generally speaking, 
more needy families. 
Finally, our Christmas Appeal was 
launched on 11 November and we 
have been busily collecting food and 
gifts for Christmas hampers for 70 
families and gifts for children under 
16 years of age. 
Food donations can be made at 
Woolworths in Stirling and Coles 
Bridgewater or left at the church. 
Several schools, including St 
Catherine’s, are collecting goodies for 
the cause, with any left-over donated 
food to be given out early in the New 
Year when spending over Christmas 
invariably leaves a shortfall. 
We will be packing the hampers on 
Wednesday 19 December, ready 
for delivery before Christmas Day. 
Members, volunteers and the parish 
Youth Group help with this. Of course, 
if you would like to get involved and 
help out, please call Sue.
Absolutely finally, may we wish you all 
a HAPPY CHRISTMAS and THANK 
YOU for your ongoing support.

Page 11

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS



Page 6THE BRIDGE
A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

“I am so very 
excited to see 

where our
wonderful 

community is able 
to take Awaken 
Youth in 2019”

It was fun and games for all at the recent  
Park Life picnic

An Awaken Youth meeting underway at St 
Catherine’s School

Awaken Youth arises during Year of Youth
By Jess Sachse

In this Year of Youth called by 
the Australian Catholic Bishop’s 
Conference, the parish has been 
very supportive in the development 
and relaunching of the Adelaide 
Hills Catholic Parish youth group as 
Awaken Youth.
With a dedicated team of four 
volunteer youth leaders, our monthly 
gatherings have explored themes 
such as various types of prayer and 
the meaning of Church events such 
as Lent and Pentecost. 
Awaken Youth has further explored 
the process of discerning God’s will 
in our lives in preparation for making 
a submission to the Plenary Council, 
which we did on Sunday 2 December.
Our young people have also been 
very active in service of the parish 
with regular involvement in the music 
ministry at Bridgewater Sunday 
Mass, as well as in an individual 
capacity through Ministry of the Word, 
Children’s Ministry and across many 
other vital roles within the parish. 
As part of our celebrations during 
the Year of Youth, we also arranged 
and hosted a very successful 
Park Life afternoon of food, music 
and fellowship at the Bridgewater 
Playground on Sunday 18 November.
The sun shone brightly while the 
barbecue sizzled, with Ric Sachse 
and Fernando Farrugia proving to be 
dab hands at cooking the mountain 
of sausages soon consumed by 
those in attendance. 

Fresh salads added to the mix while 
a delicious chocolate cake courtesy 
of the Adkins family made sure 
everyone was sufficiently energised, 
parents included, for a game of 
Dodgeball. 
The parents were well 
outnumbered by the 
younger members of 
the parish but they 
most definitely didn’t 
go easy on them, being 
Dodgeball victors for 
the day. I am sure 
there were a few sore 
hamstrings to be had in 
the days that followed. 
Overall, this was a 
wonderful, local event 
that also catered for the 
youngest members of 
the parish with fun games including 
the tricky but so enjoyable counting 
gummy bears using chopsticks only.  
Personally and in my capacity as 
a youth leader, it has been a very 
exciting year watching our young 
people step up into their valuable 
roles as members of the parish, 
supported by the ever-loving and 
encouraging community by which 
they are surrounded.
It brings me so much joy to see how 
the entire community are able to bring 
their gifts and their love into the lives 
of our youth. In our current social 
climate and in the light of recent 
events within the Catholic Church, 
it is becoming increasingly difficult 

for young people to find avenues 
through which to explore a personal 
relationship with the God who loves 
them deeply and unconditionally. 
As we move out of the Year of 

Youth and into a 
new season as a 
community, I would, 
as a youth leader 
and young Catholic, 
encourage all 
involved in the Church 
in any capacity to 
actively seek out 
the youth in their 
lives and make time 
to firstly encourage 
and love, but also 
gently challenge 
them to explore this 
relationship deeper. 

Time and again I see that it is so 
clearly the unconditional love and 
sense of belonging to community 
that is the most attractive qualities 
of the Catholic Church to any young 
person thirsting for more in their lives.
It is these qualities that call us to 
Awaken to not only the needs of our 
world, but the purpose and dignity 
we were created with. I am so very 
excited to see where our wonderful 
community is able to take Awaken 
Youth in 2019.
Awaken Youth meets every fourth 
Wednesday at St Catherine’s School 
from 6:30pm. If you would like more 
information, please contact me at 
jessicasachse01@hotmail.com 
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Pam Broadbridge and the author toast 
another great CWL lunch in May

All rugged up for the Upper South East Regional 
Meeting at St Matthew’s Bridgewater

CWL Stirling enjoys active year, attracts new members
By Rosalie Jenner

During a year which saw two new 
members join the Stirling CWL, our 
events in 2018 included hosting the 
local World Day of Prayer (WDP) 
ecumenical gathering and the CWL 
Upper South East Regional Meeting, 
supporting Catherine House at our 
annual lunch, and attending the State 
CWL Annual General Meeting and 
State Council Meeting in Kadina.
The annual WDP took place on at 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater on Friday 
2 March and provided us with an 
opportunity to pray for and support a 
country somewhere in the world – and 
often one we know little or nothing 
about. This year, the focus was on 
Suriname on the north-eastern coast 
of South America.
We were pleased to welcome about 
50 people to our church, which 
included seven women from other 
local denominations reading parts 
of scripture. The seven women 
symbolised all women – the different 
tribes and areas in Suriname who 
cherish the gift of creation to pass on 
to their children. It also symbolised the 
seven days of God’s creation. Fr Fred 
worked the overheads and attended 
to the Bible Reading and the duties of 
Invited Speaker. His preparation was 
excellent and the talk inspiring all of us 
to be more caring. 
The successful CWL Upper South 
East regional meeting at St Matthew’s 
Church in Bridgewater on Wednesday 
18 July 2018 attracted 18 ladies and 
was chaired by Barb Mott and our 

CWL State President Cecilia Quigley 
spoke to us on a range of topics. 
Of particular interest are a number of 
events, some just past and others 
forthcoming, with the Hutt Street 
Centre’s ‘Walk a Mile in My Boots’ 
fundraiser for homelessness having 
taken place on Friday 10 August. It saw 
our members come together to march 
under the CWL banner. 
Our CWL Stirling Annual Ecumenical 
Luncheon again delivered on the key 
requirements of our good friend and 
past member, Isabel Scougall – fun 
and friendship – as 52 ladies and 
Fr Fred gathered at St Catherine’s 
Catholic School on 9 May to listen to 
guest speaker and Acting CEO/Board 
Member of Catherine House, Linda 
Matthews, share insights into domestic 
violence and homelessness. 
Linda opened her address by reminding 
all that a Mercy nun, Sr Ann Gregory, 
founded Catherine House as a support 
service for homeless women 30 years 
ago in an effort to gives the ladies the 
best chance of continuing to heal, 
recover and participate in life again. 
While Catherine House receives 
Federal and State funding, along with 
community support, the balance of 
about 30 to 40 percent is derived via 
fundraising initiatives. The CWL lunch 
guests all brought a gift or item for 
Catherine House and took great delight 
in filling Linda’s car to the brim! 
St Francis Xavier Cathedral in the city 
was a hive of activity at 7.15am on 

Tuesday 16 October 2018 as some 24 
members gathered to board a bus to 
Kadina for the State AGM and State 
Council Meeting. 
Being our Country Twin Branch, it 
was great to catch up with Kadina 
President Bette Toole and the many 
familiar faces. We also caught up with 
retired parish priest Mgr Ray Pope and 
recently appointed 31-year-old Filipino 
parish priest at the town’s Sacred Heart 
Church, Fr Ramel Morales. 
After Mass we walked across to the 
Kadina Bowling Club for the AGM 
where, prior to the election of officers, 
we listened to the reports from Adelaide 
CWL Archdiocese President Carol 
Ganley and Port Pirie Archdiocese 
President Philomena Jeffery. 
The State Council Meeting then 
followed, during which guest speaker 
and Director of Catholic Education 
in the Port Pirie diocese, Mrs Nicchi 
Marden, gave an incredible account 
of her story. Married with two teenage 
children and the principal of Caritas 
College in Port Augusta for over 20 
years, Nicchi suffered a massive 
heart attack at home some four years 
ago. A year later, she was offered a 
heart transplant and this brave lady 
of exceptional faith has since made a 
remarkable recovery. 
Our thanks to Kadina for hosting the 
CWL AGM and State Council Meeting.
As for the Stirling CWL, we’ll be back to 
do it all again next year.

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS
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Birdwood CWL members 
Margaret Smitherman, Charmaine 

Magowan, Anne McEvoy and 
Carmel Fairbairn attended to the 
catering at Clare O’Dea’s wake

Parishioners from both ends of the parish attended Leonie Holmes 80th 
birthday celebration in November

Birdwood CWL is small in numbers, big on action
By Anne McEvoy

The Birdwood CWL comprises a 
small group of dedicated women 
– Leonie Holmes, Eileen O’Dea, 
Anne Moore, Carmel Fairbairn, Mary 
Green, Kaye McCarthy, Margaret 
Smitherman, Gayle Raven and me 
– who meet monthly in the Mary 
O’Dea Centre, Birdwood.  We lost 
Charmaine Magowan during the year 
after she moved to WA and wish to 
acknowledge her friendship and 
contribution. 
Although small in number, all members 
support each other, enjoy each other’s 
company and are committed to the 
work of the Catholic Women’s League, 
supporting our parish and other local 
Church communities.
During the year, members attended 
the National CWL Conference where 
our member, Leonie Holmes provided 
beautiful flower arrangements and 
receiving much thanks and praise. We 
also provided a light lunch/afternoon 
tea for the funeral of Jack O’Dea and 
assisted with Clare O’Dea’s funeral a 
few weeks later. 
We hosted the first course, providing 
drinks and savouries for the Inter-
Church Council Progressive Dinner, 
which raised $1,700 for the Pastoral 
Workers in the schools in Torrens 
Valley, and contributed to the Bible 
Society Fundraising Stall at Birdwood 
by providing cakes and helping on the 
stall.
At Stirling CWL’s Ecumenical Lunch, 
our attendees brought gifts for 
Catherine House and followed this 
up by selling movie and raffle tickets 
and assisting with morning tea at the 
Archdiocesan fundraiser. 

We also continue to assist the Adelaide 
Hills Parish as required, such as 
sending representatives to the Parish 
Pastoral Council’s meeting to inform 
them of our work.
Anne Moore continues to work on the 
Baptism team, while Leonie Holmes 
and Eileen O’Dea continue to support 
patients at Gumeracha Hospital, 
Glenview Hostel and Mt Pleasant 
Hospital.
On Wednesday 1 August 2018, we held 
our big fundraiser for Catherine House 
in the Mary O’Dea Centre, Birdwood. 
Guest speaker and Fundraising and 
Events Manager for Catherine House, 
Jaylee Cooper, gave an insight into 
the organisation and we were able to 
donate $1,000 to Catherine House. 
Other events attended included 
the Archdiocesan CWL Meeting, 
the National CWL Conference, the 
World Day of Prayer at St John’s 
Anglican Church, Mt Pleasant, 
the CWL State AGM, Ecumenical 
Lunch at Stirling CWL, Archdiocesan 
fundraiser, morning tea and film 
event, Adelaide Hills Parish Pastoral 
Council meeting, the Australian 
Church Women afternoon tea and the 
Adelaide Archdiocesan CWL meeting 
and Christmas lunch on Tuesday 
4 December. The Birdwood CWL 
Christmas Dinner will be held on 28 
December, with attendees bringing 
gifts for Catherine House clients.
A number of cash donations were 
made to Women’s Voice, Retired 
Priests Christmas Gifts, Catholic 
Missions and Catherine House, and 
we also sponsored Fr Charles Lukati in 
his City-to-Bay run for Caritas.

On Wednesday 21 November, Fr 
Fred presided over a home Mass at 
Leon and Leonie Holmes’s house 
to celebrate Leonie’s 80th birthday. 
In spite of some inclement weather, 
it was a wonderful celebration with 
parishioners from both ends of the 
parish attending. The CWL provided 
a wonderful spread and a delicious 
Black Forest cake was organised by 
Carmel Fairbairn.
Finally, we remember our dear friend 
and valued member, Clare O’Dea, 
who died on 29 January 2018, just 
one week after the death of her 
beloved husband and our fellow 
parishioner and friend Jack. Clare 
was a foundation member 55 years 
ago, held a number of different offices 
during that time and was serving as 
Treasurer at the time of her death. 
Clare contributed greatly and while she 
will be very badly missed, her legacy 
will live on. Leonie Holmes submitted 
a beautiful tribute which appeared in 
The Bridge and the Archdiocesan 
Newsletter outlining Clare’s enormous 
impact on the Birdwood Parish and 
CWL.  
Our CWL would like to acknowledge 
the outstanding work of Leonie, who 
not only contributes greatly to our 
CWL and the Adelaide Hills Catholic 
Parish, but remains a member of the 
State Executive with social issues 
responsibility and is a member of the 
World Union of Catholic Women for 
SA. 
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Adelaide High students hard at work 
packing Birthing Kits

The baptism of Edward Conroy took place at St 
Joseph The Worker on Saturday 24 November 
2018. From left: Elly and Michael Gannon, Amy 

Conroy (holding Edward), Byron Conroy (holding 
daughter Charlotte and son Henry), and Fr Fred

Social Justice Group expands its activities in landmark year
By Renee Johnston

The Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish 
Social Justice Group experienced a 
most significant year in 2018, with 
the group receiving a major numbers 
boost in the February Volunteers Drive 
when many parishioners indicated 
that more parishioners wanted to 
actively support and promote social 
justice.
Within weeks, the group that 
previously featured Liz and Kevin 
O’Leary and had its focus on 
fundraising to support Adelaide High 
in its creation and distribution of 
Birthing Kits to Africa, had expanded 
to include Cathie Oswald, Maria 
Thompson, Sue Arthurson, Fr Fred 
and me. 
The group is passionate about 
supporting local causes and looking 
after our parishioners, so if you are 
aware of a family that needs support 
please let Fr Fred or me know. 
Since its revitalisation this year, the 
group has developed a sub-group 
called Make-A-Meal, with the idea 
being to explore what parishioners 
could cook for parishioners. 

While we had many people 
who offered to cook, the 
response from those who 
would appreciate meals 
was slow. 
However, the Make-A-
Meal group was a great 
help when we wanted to 
support Catherine House 
as it jumped in to assist by 
making and selling soup. 
We successfully raised 
$150 by selling soup made 
by people of the parish 
and this fundraiser will be 
repeated in 2019. 
Liz O’Leary continues her work to 
promote Oxfam Unwrapped, Care 
and Caritas Christmas Cards. These 
cards are the perfect Christmas gift 
as they provide much-needed funds 
to support social justice issues all 
over the world and give the gift giver 
and the receiver that great feeling of 
making a difference in the world. 
The group is looking forward to a 
strong start to the year by putting on 
a social justice event at St Catherine’s 
School. 

It will feature Anna Kemp from the 
charity, Seeds of Affinity, who will talk 
about the challenges women leaving 
prison face and what we can do to 
help them. 
This is going to be a great event 
and an opportunity for us to make 
a difference in the community so 
please come along on Wednesday 27 
February 2019 at 7pm. More details 
will be shared closer to the time.

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

The BEST Ministry to be a part of in 
the Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish, the 
Baptism Ministry, comprises three 
teams – two in the Southern end and 
one in the Northern end – who are 
always kept busy and in 2018, helped 
with the baptisms of 26 babies.
Of these, most were held at St 
Matthew’s Bridgewater (nine), followed 
by OLOR (eight) and St Joseph’s 
Lobethal and St Matthew’s Birdwood 
(two each). The final five occur this 
month as family members fly home to 
Adelaide for Christmas and use this 
special time to baptise their children 
and welcome them into the Catholic 
family with family members present. 
As soon as the parents notify the 
parish office and obtain a Baptism 
Booking Form, the baptism teams are 
notified by email and immediately make 
contact with the parents to arrange a 

The best ministry has a bumper year with 26 baptisms
By Pam Broadbridge & Renee Johnston

Baptism Preparation Meeting in their 
home. This allows us to get to know the 
families and to provide booklets with 
extra baptism. We also advise families 
on making a personalised 
Baptism Booklet for their 
child if required and share 
information on outlets that 
provide Baptism candles.
Prior to the Baptism the 
families are invited to present 
their child to the parish at any 
of the Adelaide Hills Catholic 
Parish Masses, allowing them 
to meet and feel the kindness 
of parishioners as their child 
is welcomed into our parish 
and the wider Church.
The Baptism takes place 
either during Mass or after 
Mass and every Baptism is 
special and unique. 

If you would like to be a Baptism team 
member, please advise the parish 
office.
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Members at the very special September retreat

Joys and challenges in exciting CLC year
By Paris Huffman

What an exciting year 2018 has been 
for Christian Life Community in South 
Australia, nationwide and as a world 
organisation.
There have been joys and challenges 
during which we have experienced 
the familiar rhythms of our fortnightly 
group meetings, the celebration of the 
World CLC Day, the CLC Sevenhill 
Retreat and our annual End of Year 
Gathering. These familiar events were 
enriched by the National Gathering, 
the World Assembly and the Plenary.
SA hosted the CLC National Gathering 
at Aquinas College in Adelaide from 
18 to 21 January, giving members 
from all regions of Australia the 
opportunity to meet, share, pray and 
celebrate as one. It provided time for 
prayer, discussion, discernment, and 
forums on our 3 national priorities: Lay 
Leadership and Spiritual Formation, 
Caring for Creation and Working 
against Poverty and Marginalisation. 
Fr Richard Leonard SJ spoke on 
“Reading the signs of the times - the 
challenges of the future for us as church 
in Australia” while Fr Iain Radvan SJ 
presented a session on the Church’s 
response to the Royal Commission 
into Institutionalised Sexual Abuse. 
The well-attended gathering offered an 
informative program, complemented 
by delicious meals, fine wine and 
evening entertainment.
Australia sent three delegates to the 
World CLC Assembly in Buenos Aires 
in July. We are god-parenting New 
Zealand, who sent a delegate as an 
observer in preparation for world 
membership. Latvia, Mauritius and 
Vietnam joined over 60 countries in 
becoming world members of CLC. A 
new world executive committee was 
elected and participants delighted in 
an immersion day with villagers in the 
parish whee Pope Francis was parish 
priest from 1980-85.
Our annual CLC Sevenhill Retreat from 
21 to 23 September was led by Liza 
Stewart who combined her wisdom 
with Ignatian spirituality to guide us on 
the theme of slowing down and letting 
the wonder of life and God open us 
to transformation and transcendence.

The peaceful and beautiful 
surroundings of the Retreat Centre 
and the re-furbished warm and 
comfortable rooms, together with the 
good food and wine, made it a very 
special place to be. 
Since 2013, CLC members have 
been trained to give the First Spiritual 
Exercises of St Ignatius Loyola. Helen 
Cantwell and I are on a team of givers 
working with the FSE State Team 
and the Loyola Centre of Ignatian 
Spirituality in Norwood. This year there 
were FSE Tasters offered on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at Loyola 
CIS, which will be on offer again in 
2019. They are free of charge and 
open to all. 
The Plenary Council 2020 is a 
hot topic in CLC. At the National 
Gathering we decided to write to the 

bishops about their response to the 
Royal Commission on Institutional 
Sexual Abuse and agreed to commit 
ourselves to participate in the 
Plenary in any way we could. Twelve 
CLC people attended the Adelaide 
Diocesan workshop in October to 
prepare facilitators for the Plenary 
dialogues and discussion groups. 
CLC groups in SA and throughout the 
country are having plenary dialogue 
meetings in their groups and sending 
in submissions.  
We also enjoyed an End of Year 
gathering at Norwood in November. 
Christian Life Community in open to 
all. In SA we have 12 groups and new 
enquirers are always welcome.  
You can find out more at  
www.clcaustralia.org.au.

As I’ve only been in the position of Workplace Health and Safety (WH&S) 
Volunteer for the past few months, I can only report on the period October to 
December 2018 – and I’m delighted to advise that it has been a quarter free of 
incident.
That means no workers injured and no lost time, with zero reportable incidents 
to Workplace Services. 
I can also report that workplace safety inspections of the various sites were 
conducted and successfully completed, while WH&S consultative meetings also 
took place. Fr Fred attended First Aid Training at St Catherine’s School and training 
for new employees will be planned as required.
Finally, required maintenance work on the Lobethal electrical power board was 
carried out and completed.

Clean sheet for WH&S in closing months
By Pat Wheeler
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End of an era at Torrens Valley Inter Church Council
By Leonie Holmes

This has been a year of transition, as I 
am retiring after 18 years representing 
the parish on the Inter Church Council 
and Francis McEvoy, who has 
attended most meetings this year, 
will be taking my place. Meetings are 
held in the Mary O’Dea Centre every 
second month. 
We began the year with our annual 
Combined Service with a change of 
venue to the Birdwood Oval, which 
made us more visible to the general 
public and was a cheaper option. An 
inspirational talk about our sharing in 
the suffering of Jesus was given by 
Father John Hewitson from St John’s 
Anglican Church in Mount Pleasant.
The theme for this year’s progressive 
dinner was Chinese and Margaret 
Smitherman borrowed Chinese 
lanterns and purchased several 
satin jackets, which she shared with 
our barmen, John Magowan and 
Leon Holmes. This created a great 
atmosphere at the Mary O’Dea Centre 
for drinks and savouries with a Chinese 
flavour. Thanks to the Birdwood CWL 
for helping to provide and serve the 
food. Wines were donated by Simon 
Cox and the Goldings. Funds were 
raised to support the school chaplains 
at Gumeracha, Birdwood, Mount 
Pleasant, Kersbrook and Springton 
Primary Schools. 

It is very exciting to have one of our 
own parishioners, Sam Sachse, 
working as our chaplain at Birdwood.
We were shortlisted as one of the top 
chaplaincy support teams in the state 
at the Schools Ministry Conference, 
which was also attended by the 
principal of the Springton School, 
who made a short video saying 
how much he appreciated the work 
that our chaplains have done at his 
school and how well the churches 
support the effort within the school 
community. We hold our chaplaincy 
support team meetings at the Mary 
O’Dea Centre three times a year.
We have been running a Scripture 
Union Primary Age Club at Birdwood 
after school once a week for some 
years now and this year, we have 
been fortunate to establish another 
SUPA Club at Springton.
For several years we have been 
supporting the Kid’s Hope Program 
at Birdwood School, which sends 
mentors from the local churches 
into the schools to work one on one 
with children who are struggling for 
one reason or another. This year we 
have extended this program to the 
Gumeracha School.
The eight churches in our area take 
turns in providing fruit for hungry 
children at Birdwood High School 

and we provide morning tea for 
the teachers for fundraisers twice 
a year. We also have rosters in 
place to provide hospital services 
at Mount Pleasant Hospital and 
Glenview Hostel at Gumeracha and 
the churches in Gumeracha do a 
quarterly Communion Service at 
the Gumeracha Hospital instead of 
having a service in their own churches 
that day.
The One in Worship Services, held 
in different churches on the last 
Sunday of the month at 7pm, have 
been a great success. Additionally, 
the Birdwood Community Pantry at 
Birdwood United Church gives food 
hampers to the needy in our area. This 
has been running for over 20 years 
but the need seems to be building 
and they currently average one large 
food parcel every week. Through 
the Diocesan Renewal Program, 
our fantastic but sadly departed Pat 
Coffey instigated the collection of 
non-perishable food each Sunday at 
St Matthew’s Birdwood or St Joseph 
the Worker in Lobethal. These items 
are then delivered to the pantry to 
boost their supplies. 
I am delighted to be able to hand 
over this responsibility to someone 
with such excellent qualifications and 
I hope that Francis will enjoy holding 
this position for many years to come. 

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

The Hills Combined Christian Churches group faced a number 
of challenges during 2018, not least in the discontinuation of our 
visits to patients at Stirling Hospital and very poor attendance at 
our meetings. Undaunted, we continue to make a contribution 
and look forward to a more successful 2019.
There are seven different congregations who meet regularly 
for fellowship, prayer and sharing their faith journeys, with our 
highlight being the World Day of Prayer hosted by St Matthew’s 
Bridgewater. The celebration will be hosted by Sunset Rock on 
the first Friday in March 2019 and we encourage you to attend.
With regard to our hospital visits, they were terminated at the 
request of the hospital, citing patient privacy and confidentiality. 
We have suggested that the hospital asks in its admission 
paperwork whether patients wanted a visit and we await the 
outcome.

A challenging chapter for Hills Combined Christian Churches
By Rosalie Jenner

ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH MASS TIMES

St Matthew’s Church, Birdwood 
Shannon Street 

First, Third & Fifth Sunday 8.30am

Church of St Joseph the Worker, Lobethal 
Ridge Road, Second & Fourth Sunday 8.30am

Our Lady of the  Rosary Church,   Stirling East 
135 Old Mount Barker Road 

Sunday evening 5.30pm

St Matthew’s Church,  Bridgewater 
1 Wembley Avenue 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm 
Sunday Mass 10.30am
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Tom Kenyon’s presentation generated much discussion

A parish committed to being a safe place for everyone
By Teresa Hudson

Following the 2016 visit from Sally 
Wellington and Ulrike Marwitz to 
review our commitment to the five Safe 
Environments for All goals, we went 
through an audit process that revealed 
we were a parish that is committed to 
being a safe place for everyone. 
We did notice a diocesan need to 
offer more sessions to ensure that 
our volunteers could access the 
mandatory training required to be 
a parish volunteer and this year 
we provided feedback to the Child 
Protection Unit in this regard. As a 
result, we should see some more 
volunteers training sessions offered 
in a variety of locations next year. 
The Child Protection Unit will run the 
sessions to be hosted by the parishes. 
We will offer to host one again as we 
did last year. 
Another area we have committed to 
improving is how we represent the 
voice of young people. 

Recently, Luke Pike and Renee 
Johnson worked with the parish to 
capture video footage expressing how 
much we value the young people in 
our community, while Jessica Sachse 
recently spoke at Mass encouraging 
our community to come together in 
dialogue with young people at a picnic 
hosted by the parish. 
There continues to be a hive of activity 
in the children’s play space at Mass. 
The children know they are valued 
when they come to Mass and have 
a range of child-friendly spaces to be 
themselves in. 
They can also choose to attend 
the Children’s Mass which provides 
opportunities for wondering and 
talking about God. 
We again marked Child Protection 
Sunday on 9 September to celebrate 
the presence of children and young 
people in our Archdiocese and 
our parishes as we continue to 

encourage our community to be a 
safe environment for all.  This year’s 
theme for National Child Protection 
Week is ‘Stronger Communities, Safe 
Children’, what role do you play? We 
continue to commit to sharing in the 
responsibility of ensuring our young 
people are cared for and protected. 
Finally, the Archdiocesan Child 
Protection Unit has developed a new 
statement of our commitment to 
the safety and wellbeing of children 
and young people. This important 
document reaffirms our dedication to 
valuing and protecting the children in 
our community. 
The Archdiocesan Commitment 
Statement, Safeguarding Children 
and Young People launch will be 
celebrated on 16 December, when it 
replaces the Child Protection Charter. 
It will be displayed in our parish from 
the launch date onwards. 

The Men’s Spirituality Group aims 
to create opportunities for men to 
meet, connect and converse with 
each other. The group also creates 
opportunities for a small group of 
men to meet regularly to meditate, 
reflect, share and pray together. 
The balance of contemplating and 
taking actions in our community is 
created by hosting breakfasts with 
the men in our parish. This year’s 
Men’s Breakfast invited Tom Kenyon, 
the former ALP State Minister and 
MP, to address the event. Tom 
provided information on political 
matters and insight into how our SA 
politicians prioritise societal issues. 
Tom also shared how his faith has 
influenced him in the making of 
decisions within his political career 
and in personal matters. In addition, 
he provided some personal opinions 
and concerns to fuel our thinking 
and consider other perspectives on 
sensitive issues.

Men’s Group creates opportunities for men to connect
By Dan De Fazio, Jeremy Roberts and Paul Somers

While choosing speakers is 
challenging, Tom’s presentation 
provided much discussion after the 
breakfast and for several weeks.
We always invite the men from the 
northern end of our parish and find it 
a challenge to find middle ground that 
fits in with all the other priorities men 
have on a Saturday morning. This is a 
work in progress.

These events are a team effort. 
Our thanks go out to many people, 
including the women that help us to 
organise the breakfast, as well as the 
men that provide practical support 
on the day. 
We welcome ideas for speakers and 
are always available to anyone that 
would like to chat with us.



Children’s Liturgy recently had a 
Godly Play session 
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Atrium creates space for children to respond to God
By Sue Sachse

This year marked over six years 
since St Matthew’s Parish Atrium 
first started welcoming children 
and in that time, our catechists 
have worked hard to provide all 
the materials the children need to 
complete the program.  
Many thanks go to Fr Fred and 
numerous parishioners who have 
helped make our Atrium the first in 
South Australia, which now has 33 
children attending and more on a 
waiting list.  
We now welcome children in all three 
age levels, Level 1 for 3-6 years; Level 
2 for 6-9 years and Level 3 for nine 
years and older and on Sunday 21 
October we celebrated Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Sunday 
in our parish. Works we have made 
for our children went on display and 
parishioners commented that they 
were so impressed that they would 
love something like this for adults 
too.
For those new to CGS, it is a spiritual 
formation program for children from 
three years of age, is grounded in 

scripture and liturgy and is framed 
by Maria Montessori’s educational 
principals.  The vision began in 
1954 with Dr Sofia Cavaletti, a 
Hebrew and Scripture scholar and 
her colleague, Professor Gianna 
Gobbi, a Montessori educator.  Dr 
Cavaletti began her work of the 
CGS with young children, founding 
the children’s Centre or ‘Atrium’ in 
Rome.  
The premise behind the CGS is that 
children desire to draw near to God, 
but they need the sensitive guidance 
of the adult as well as the inner 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to nurture 
this relationship.
The CGS is not a “Sunday School” 
for children but a particular way of 
journeying toward God.  It seeks 
to involve adults and children in 
a common religious experience 
through which all can form an 
authentic faith relationship with God.
It allows children to hear the Gospel 
through the free use of sensory-rich 
materials that represent essential 
elements of the Christian message.  

The adults’ task is to prepare 
the space – or Atrium – for the 
children, where they can respond 
to their relationship with God, first 
proclaimed to them through Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd.
As catechists, our work has been to 
make the materials the children use 
during their Atrium sessions.  Each 
catechist also has to complete the 
Formation courses offered by the 
Association of the CGS (Australia), 
for each age level.  This involves a 
total of 36 days of training. This 
year we were able to continue part 
of our formation in October at the 
Hectorville Catholic Parish.
The children who began at three 
years of age in our Atrium are now in 
the Level 3 Atrium, 9 years and older, 
so it has been so important to keep 
making presentations that meet the 
needs of these children.  
To continue this vital ministry, we 
need your continued support. Please 
pray for us as we journey with the 
children, and if you would like to 
help us in some way, financially or 
otherwise, please contact us. 

A YEAR OF MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

Children’s Liturgy’s humble origins 
date back to September 1977 when, 
at a gathering of parish women, 
parishioner Chris Spencer (now 
deceased) of Bridgewater made 
the suggestion and it was taken on 
board with enthusiasm.
Many have volunteered as teachers 
and helpers over the years, the 
longest serving being Barbara Mott 
of Crafers who has been helping 
from its early days and 10 years ago 
received a Papal Blessing for her 
work. 
Recently we have had a Godly Play 
session by Robyn Mercer who did 
an amazing job of explaining and 
demonstrating Godly Play. 

Bridgewater Children’s Liturgy a fixture for 41 years
By Jane van Mierle 

We have had some large groups 
of children during the Sacramental 
program who have taken part in the 
Children’s Liturgy.  
They have participated well and 
are a joy to teach. The children in 
the parish are encouraged to come 
along and join in, learn more about 
their faith and feel the support of 
their contemporaries.
We have a great team on the roster 
and the Children’s Liturgy has been 
successfully extended through the 
school holidays.
May God bless all teachers and 
helpers who ensure the continuation 
of Children’s Liturgy and give the 
little ones another dimension to our 
Sunday worship.



Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish
1 Wembley Ave (PO Box 718), Bridgewater SA 5155.

P: 08 8339 1608      W: www.adelaidehillsparish.com.au       E: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au

Parish Priest  
Fr Alfred Farrugia   8339 1608

Pastoral Coordinator  
Renee Johnston   8339 1608

Parish Secretary  
Therese Franco    8339 1608 

Baptism Teams    
Helen Cantwell    8390 3290 
Maria Thompson   8388 7742 
Anne Moore    8568 2800 
Sue Streich    8568 2858 
Deb Stapleton    0408 835 990 
Pam Broadbridge   8339 5013

Catholic Women’s League 
Rosalie Jenner (Bridgewater)  8370 8252 
Anne McEvoy (Birdwood)   8568 2394

Child Protection 
Teresa Hudson    8301 6629

Children’s Liturgy 
Jane Van Mierle   8339 2609

Choir 
Damien Mansfield   8339 4133

Christian Life Communities 
Helen Cantwell    8390 3290

Finance and Maintenance Committee 
Chairperson - Paul Howe  8388 5281 
Birdwood Contact   
Leon & Leonie Holmes   8568 2319

Forest Friends Playgroup 
(Monday mornings, St Catherine’s School) 
Emma Bear    8339 2222

Hills Combined Christian Churches 
Rosalie Jenner    8370 8252 
Leonie Holmes (Northern Area)  8568 2319

Liturgy 
Bridgewater - Renee Johnston  8339 1608 
Birdwood - Fr Alfred Farrugia  8339 1608 
Lobethal - Fr Alfred Farrugia  8339 1608

Men’s Spirituality Coordinators 
Paul Somers    8339 5118 
Dan De Fazio    8339 3393
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This directory is constantly changing. If you want to volunteer for any of the Parish activities please contact the Parish office.

Music Coordinator 
Sean Van der Linden   8339 8195

Our Lady of the Rosary Community Rep 
Debbie Somers    8339 5118

Parish Atrium 
Sue Sachse    0431 117 840

Parish Pastoral Council 
Chair Catherine Simes   0411 759 491 
Secretary Christine Farrugia  0467 426 360

Prayer Group 
Christina Way    8339 1825

Sacraments     
Please contact Parish House  8339 1608

• Baptism 
• Weddings 
• Reconciliation
• Communion to the sick
• Religious Education

St Catherine’s Catholic School 
22 Ayers Hills Rd, Stirling SA 5152 8339 2222  
Principal - Jason Mittiga 
School Board Chair - David Hutton

St Matthew’s Sewing Group 
Stasia Duszynski   8339 4396

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Sue Arthurson    8339 8312 
Leonie Holmes    8568 2319

Social Justice Group 
Kevin & Liz O’Leary   8131 0303 
Renee Johnston   8339 1608

WHS Volunteer 
Pat Wheeler      8339 2222

Youth Group 
Renee Johnston   8339 1608 
Jessica Sachse   0413 915 800

Parish office email: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 
Parish website:   adelaidehillsparish.com.au 
Bridge email:  thebridge@ozemail.com.au

The opinions expressed in The Bridge are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the Parish Priest, Pastoral Associate, Editor or Parish. 


